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2011-2012 YEAR IN REVIEW

STUDENT SUCCESS
Boyle County continues to set the bar high 
when it comes  to matching the success of its 
students. Opportunities  exist within our 
district that are unique to the area, state, 
nation and world. 

Continued on Page 2

INNOVATION
The phrase “thinking outside the box” rings 
true for most anyone in today’s  economy. 
This  is especially true in education. We are 
charged with preparing students  with skills 
needed to compete globally. To that end, 
Boyle County has put in place several 
initiatives that provide advantages  not found 
in other school systems. 

Continued on Page 4

INFORMATIONAL
Get up-to-date information on the 2012-13 
school calendar, summer academic and 
enrichment opportunities, orientations, and 
back to school events. 

Continued on Page 9

Message from Superintendent
2011-12 has been a great year! In this year in review 
issue, you will discover that our students have had a 
successful school year. Our students have excelled 
academically, athletically, and in various enrichment 
opportunities we offer. This success is a result of  a 
district vision to challenge every student to achieve 
at high levels in all aspects of  their educational 
experience.

Enjoy the look back at what was a very successful 
year.

Mike LaFavers, Superintendent

Discover
!e Boyle C"nty Difference
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Student Success
EXPLORE
Each year, 8th grade students across the state of  Kentucky take the Explore 
Test. A precursor to the ACT taken later in high school, the Explore test 
gauges how prepared students are with necessary college readiness skills. It 
gives students an idea of  how well they are grasping important concepts, as 
well as suggestions for future careers. Success in the Explore Test is a good 
indication of  future success on the ACT Test, used widely for college 
admission. Boyle County Middle School has a consistent record of  being on 
top each year with scores, and this year is no different. These 8th grade 
students recorded an average EXPLORE score of  16.3; ranking Boyle 
County 15th out of  174 districts in Kentucky. Getting students college ready 
is a district-wide goal that Boyle County Middle School students and staff  
have fully embraced.

ACT
Boyle County High School students continue to lead all area schools in academic 
achievement. In 2012, juniors received a composite ACT score of  20.1. Of  the 
217 students that took the ACT 11 scored 30 or better, 17 scored 28 or better and 
112 scored above 20. Boyle County is working very diligently to increase ACT 
scores, and it is visible by the consistent increase in scores each year. These results 
are among Kentucky’s very best and are another example of  the excellence in 
education that is happening in the district.

DUAL CREDIT
In the 2011-12 School year 119 high school students took at least one of  the 
fifteen dual credit classes offered. Eleven teachers on staff  at Boyle County High 
School taught at least one dual credit class. The response has been overwhelming 
and the students are reaping the benefits of  early exposure to college level work. 
For the 2012-13 school year even more classes will be available for students. Any 
student with an ACT score of  16 or higher can earn 30-60 credit hours prior to 
graduation. The cost per class is $200 and the district covers the cost of  all dual 
credit books.

MORE ADVANCED PLACEMENT OPPORTUNITIES
In the spring of  2011, over 200 Boyle County High School students took 
the Advanced Placement (AP) exam; of  this number, 65% passed with a 
score of  3 or higher. The trend of  increasing AP opportunities will 
continue into the next school year. Six more classes will be added. 
Meaning, for the 2012-13 school year, an astounding 17 AP course 
offerings will be available for students. This is the highest number for 
any school in the area. 
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Student Success
Governor’s School for the Arts
An invitation to the Governor’s School for the Arts is a prestigious 
honor given to only 224 students across the commonwealth. GSA 
participants receive full tuition, room and board to attend a three week 
summer institute led by master teachers. Students of  GSA are also 
afforded the opportunity to audition for college scholarships. This year 
two Boyle County Students, Ashleigh Koch (New Media) and Cathryn 
Ellis (Vocal Music) , have been invited to attend.  Kathryn Combs, 
Sydney Johnson, Jacob Larson and Caitlyn Kidd have been selected as 
alternates.

Governor’s Scholars Program
Since 1983, the Governor’s Scholars Program (GSP) has been giving  
students another avenue for challenging their academic pursuits. The 
program is highly competitive and only accepts approximately 1,000 
applicants from across the state. GSP is a summer institute in which 
students explore three core curriculum objectives: Focus Area, General 
Studies and Seminar. Scholars are selected based an exhaustive list of  
criteria, including academic profile, GPA, history of  volunteer and 
extracurricular activities and an original essay. This year, 8 students 
were selected from Boyle County High School (pictured left).

Student Spotlight: Lucas Missik
Lukas Missik, a national merit finalist and a proud owner of  a perfect ACT score, is currently enrolled as a 
senior at The Carol Martin Gatton Academy of  Mathematics and Science, located in Bowling Green Kentucky. 
He began his journey towards the Gatton Academy through the Boyle County Public School system. Both he 
and his parents attribute much of  his beginning academic success to the support and education he received from 
the Boyle County middle and high schools. Lukas says that he had 
shown interest in math and science since elementary school, but that 
Boyle County Middle School helped solidify and expand his curiosity. 
During middle school, a number of  special teachers seemed to have 
helped spark his interest in the subjects of  math and science by 
recognizing his evident ease with the course material, and by setting 
aside the time to work with him individually. Recently, Lukas was 
nominated as a candidate for the United States Presidential Scholars 
Program, which is often considered the highest possible honor for 
graduating high school seniors in the United States.

Back Row (L-R) Ryan Alexander, Logan 
Arnold, Kate Carman & Alexis Draught. 
Front Row (L-R) Taylor, Jameson, Mollie 
LaFavers, Nikol Pluess & Hannah Miniard

Back Row (L-R) Caitlyn Kidd, Jacob 
Jarson, Kathryn Combs & Sydney 
Johnson Front Row (L-R) Ashleigh Koch 
& Cathryn Ellis
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-All three elementary schools participate in the 
Governor’s Cup. For the 2011-12 School year:
 WES- 1st place overall. 1st place in Quick 
 Recall
 JCES- 3rd place overall. 1st place in Future 
 Problem Solving
-Forensics-10 high school students qualified for state 
competition
- Middle School Kentucky Youth Association (KYA): 
One Giant Leap Award and Delegation of  
Excellence. BCMS membership in KYA and KUNA 
have more than doubled this year. 45 participated during the 2011-12 school year.
-Student Technology Leadership Program (STLP) at Junction City and Boyle County High 

School both qualified for state competition.
-Gifted and Talented production, “Everybody’s Going 
West!” performed by elementary students and “Tell Us, 
Betsy” performed by middle school students.
-High School Play, “High Schooler’s Guide to the 
Galaxy” held at West T. Hill Theatre gave students the 
opportunity to hone their craft on a professional stage.
-Students participating in dinner theaters, at both 
Woodlawn Elementary and Junction City, played to a 
packed house.
-Middle School talent show, “Boyle’s Got Talent!”,  
provided students with the opportunity to showcase their 

achievements in music, art and drama.
-38 students participated in the Heritage String Program for students K-6
-Technology Student Association (TSA)- Qualified for National TSA Competition this summer.
-Middle School Math Counts- First place in 2012 Regional Competition
-BCHS visual arts display at the Community Arts 
Center drew large crowds

EXTRA CURRICULAR & THE ARTS

Coming 2012-13
-Jazz and Ballet (grades 3-5)
-Drama in all schools
-Forensics at the Middle School
-String during the school day at Woodlawn and after school club (K-8) in all schools 
-Mandarin Chinese available to students grades 3-12
-Spanish offered to all students grades K-12

Middle School students participating in KYA 
and KUNA events

Boyle County High School students 
participating in Regional TSA competition.
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INNOVATION
ONE-ONE INITIATIVES

In Boyle County, we believe in personalized learning.  We also believe that 
students who have a device with access to content have an advantage over 
those who do not.  Device = Access = Content

Teachers this summer will be looking at creating 1:1 access to content 
within their classrooms. The device may be in the form of a tablets or 
laptops. The goal is to focus on teaching and learning experiences first,  look 
at curriculum objectives, then find the device that can enhance and provide 
students with technology experiences and incorporate 21st Century skills. 

There is no denying that 1:1 is the way to go and this will play out in several classrooms in 2012-13 school 
year. Boyle County schools has committed $400,000 towards the purchase of devices to infuse technology in 
the classroom.

Raising the Bar in all Elementary Schools

All three elementary schools continue to assess current practices and look for innovative methods to increase 
student success.

Math Workshop at Junction City 
Math workshop is a 30 minute time block built into the schedule for intentional standard instruction in small 
groups.  This is a separate time block from the regular math whole group time (70 minutes) with a separate 
curriculum map.  This provides teachers with opportunities for extended instruction, and time to provide 
intervention for the fundamental skills in mathematics.  Students are assessed individually and continually 
monitored for progress throughout the year. 

Mega and Super Blocks at WES & PES 
At Woodlawn, students in grades 3-5 will participate in an “offerings megablock” which is designed to offer 
multiple classes in the arts, fitness, and foreign language.  Enrichments classes in math and science will also be 
offered for those students who need acceleration.  Amongst the offerings that students can choose from are: 
2D and 3D Art, PE, Chinese Culture and Exploration, Music, Piano, Chorus, String Instruments, Band, Library 
and Technology, Math and Science Enrichment, Dance, and Drama.  Each class will be 45 minutes long and meet 
for a semester, with the exception of some of the music classes.

Similarly, at Perryville Elementary, the schedule will change for 4th and 5th grade students.  It’s a two period 
rotating class schedule starting each afternoon.  Within this rotating schedule, students have an opportunity to 
receive enrichment classes, traditional arts and humanities classes, academic content, language and culture 
classes and content intervention.  Enrichment and Specials to look forward to will be Dance, Drama, Art, 
Music, P.E., Computer lab;  Language classes will be Spanish, Chinese Language, and Chinese Culture;  Content 
classes and content intervention will be Science, Social Studies, Literacy, and Math.   This two class period will 
be called our Super Block, and it’s sure to keep our kids learning and engaged, while giving them opportunities 
to explore enrichments we’ve never had access to before.
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world language

In an ever-shrinking global world, language skills become more 
important by the year. Boyle County is hoping to give its students a 
leg up by introducing a multi-faceted approach designed to enrich 
the lives of  all their students. This year, French and Spanish are the 
only two languages offered at Boyle Count High School, and 
Spanish is offered at BCMS. Next year the language program at 
Boyle County will be radically different. Mandarin Chinese will be 
offered as a language option for students Grades 3-12. Also, 
Spanish will be introduced at Perryville Elementary, Junction City 
and Woodlawn Elementary Schools, a complete K-12 approach.

This will be accomplished slowly at first, with Spanish being added into curriculum twice a week as 
part of  rotation. Much research has shown that students at this young age are very receptive in 
learning multiple languages. A second language has been found to strengthen vocabulary skills (in 
both languages), foster a respect for different cultures, and increase standardized testing scores. 
While this is a more long-term program, the implications of  a Kindergartner ultimately reaching 
high school with 8 years of  Spanish classes are staggering.

Mike Petkus, a Spanish teacher at BCHS, couldn’t agree more: “The younger we can reach these 
students, the better.” While he does believe introducing Spanish into the curriculum is a great 
stepping stone, much work will have to be done over the next few years to ensure it reaches its 
potential. “The demand for Spanish is here, but it is up to us to give the students as many chances as 
we can for them to benefit,” Petkus explained. He feels that what gives Boyle County an edge is the 
fact that all students are being taught by certified teachers, and not someone who merely knows 
Spanish. As the program continues, classes will need to be adapted to accommodate an increasingly 
advanced group of  students.

With such lofty goals for the Spanish program at Boyle County, they are taking on even another 
element to better prepare their students for a global society. Through the Confucius Institute at 
Western Kentucky University, students Grades 3-12 will be able to learn Mandarin Chinese from 
certified teachers. Many students at BCMS and BCHS have already signed up to be in these Chinese 
classes for the year. Knowledge of  Chinese can provide future career opportunities in a global 
economy. While on a much smaller scale than the Spanish program, the ability to offer a third 
language for study is not something many schools can boast.

Woodlawn principal Lisa Adams is very excited about the new programs coming to Boyle County. 
“Language skills are so important today, and we want our students to have the best opportunities to 
be competitive with a global world. Because this program can reach so many of  our students, we can 
ensure that,” she explained.

The future looks bright and bilingual for Boyle County students!
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PROJECT BASED LEARNING
What would happen if, instead of simply reading about physics, students composed comic books in 
which their invented super heroes’ abilities (flying, leaping, throwing, etc.) had to be accounted for and 
explained by the physics of motions? Or what if, rather than writing a paper on effective alternative 
energy resources, students implemented a solar panel which charged batteries powering items like 
“Welcome” signs? These are the teaching methods of Project-based learning (P.B.L.), an approach that 
drives the Boyle County School district and is currently garnering it national attention. 

P.B.L. is a teaching approach based upon what are called “authentic learning activities.” These activities 
fit 10 criteria which include having real-world relevance and being sustained tasks that are not 
completed in minutes and hours but days and weeks. 

Boyle County Middle School science teacher Mike Tetirick has implemented P.B.L. within his 
classroom by encouraging students to take control of their labs from the moment they begin to gather 
data. “While team teaching with Tina Benson, the other eighth-grade science teacher, we created a unit 
where students first were shown how to measure the metabolization of sugars by yeast,” Tetirick said. 
“Then, they were then given the task of designing a series of three labs using independent variables that 
they came up with on their own.”

When asked why he decided to implement P.B.L. within his classroom, Tetirick said, “Because learning 
that requires students to follow a procedure and that gives them the opportunity to control and 
manipulate physical objects is much more powerful than learning that limits the procedures to paper and 
pencil.” 

Junction City Elementary School art teacher Carol Taylor said, “I decided to use P.B.L. in the classroom 
because art lends itself to creation and to me, P.B.L. is all about being creative while learning!” 

Heather Wheeler, High School Spanish teacher, has 
implemented several P.B.L.’s during the year. 
“Some students enjoyed doing the work,” states 
Wheeler, “while others found it challenging to step 
out of their comfort zone. P.B.L. is really a complete 
change in thinking as it comes to education, for the 
teacher, yes, but even more so for the student.” 

Studies have shown that students are more likely to 
remember and utilize the concepts they learn when 
they can apply them to real-world problems, and 
take part in projects that require engagement and 
collaboration.
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Summer Academies

INNOVATE...EXPLORE...CREATE
The Black & Gold Academy will be held June 11-15, 2012 at Boyle 
County High School. Courses are free to all students. There will be a 
wide range of offerings that will appeal to a variety of interests. Music 
classes will include guitar and voice. For those interested in science, 
Robotic Engineering, Physics, Criminal Science Investigation and 
general exploration will be options. Through classes such as 
Broadway Production, Dance and Fashion Design, students will 
explore their flare for the dramatic arts. Visual Programming and 3D 
animation will appeal to those with interest in technology. For grades 
7-8 an off campus course called “Kids that Rip!” will give students an 
opportunity to create and design a skateboard.

Included in the academy is a built in fitness component. Daily activities will include instruction from the high 
school coaches.For students living in Junction City or Perryville, bus transportation will be provided to and 
from campus. Buses will pick up students at the schools and bring them back in the afternoons. Breakfast 
and lunch are also provided, free, daily to students. In addition, anyone under the age of 19 can eat breakfast 
and lunch at no cost.

BCMA³   
BCMA³ is a summer math enrichment opportunity for all Boyle County students in 3rd through 10th grade 
who wish to accelerate their success in math.  In BCMA³, students work with a talented Boyle County math 
teacher once per week for throughout the majority of the summer.  The students get high-level instruction 
and enrichment from the teacher, along with free access to the ALEKS online math program.  Using ALEKS, 
a high-level online math program used in innovative schools across the country, students are able to move 
at their own pace through math curriculum specifically matched to their individual ability level.  The rate at 
which each student accelerates is often fast-paced, as students enjoy the challenge and high-level instruction 
they receive each week.

Beyond the Bell
This summer, Boyle County Schools will be holding the first Beyond the Bell Academy (BTB). The program is 
designed to help students Grades K-12 maintain the progress they have made during the school year. 
Classes begin June 19th and run each Tuesday and Thursday through the end of July. Beyond the Bell hopes 
to be a fun and educational summer program to keep kids right on track to start the next school year.

Around 80 students have committed to participate in the BTB Academy.  Approximately 15 staff members 
have signed on to help teach students. Students are split up into learning groups and then given one-hour 
classes in both reading and math, the level of difficulty centered on each student. The cost of the program is 
free to all students participating, and transportation is provided to Junction City Elementary School if 
requested.
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Renovation 
Projects
During the 2012-13 school 
year the district will 
continue to make 
improvements to its 
facilities. In the spring of  

2013, Boyle County Middle School will begin the 
project of  replacing antiquated heating and cooling 
systems with a new geothermal system, replace 
ceilings, update lighting and install an updated 
sprinkler system. With these improvements, the 
students and staff  will reap the benefits of  a healthier 
environment and the district will realize an energy 
cost savings.

6 Period Day at BCHS

BCHS will be going to a new six period 
schedule next year.  Research shows that 
year-long classes are better because of  
adolescent attention span, student 
retention…months pass before they take 
the next course in sequence, and less 
time is spent on core classes in typical 
block programs simply because one 90 

minute class has less time than two 60 minute classes.  The need for the 
change is also due to the new state End-Of  Course assessments.  The 
school’s site base felt it was important to increase the minutes in these EOC 
classes.  Currently, two of  the four EOC classes are year-long classes with 
the other two only meeting for a semester.
The curriculum for the EOC classes is called the Quality Core Curriculum.  
We have spent the past two years getting aligned with this new curriculum.  
The Quality Core Curriculum stresses that their curriculum is set up for 60 
minute lessons over the course of  160 days.   The current 5 block schedule 
allows our students to take up to 13 electives while the new 6 period day will 
allow students to take 21 electives during their 4 years of  high school.

This change has also allowed us to grow our AP program to 17 AP classes 
next year. 

Key Dates

May 19 Graduation

Jun 
11-15

Black & Gold 
Academy

Aug 14 First Day of School

Dec 21- 
Jan  2

Winter Break

Apr 1-5 Spring Break

May 20 Last day for students

Health Screenings
Good health is an important part of  how children do in school.  Health means more 
than just physical well-being, it also includes oral, mental and social health.  Kids who 
are hungry, abused, sick, or  engaged in high-risk behaviors such as alcohol or drug use 
do not do as well in school.  Even physical inactivity is linked to low grades and doing 
poorly in school. Boyle County will again partner with the Boyle County Health 
Department, University of  Kentucky Center for Rural Health-Danville, Danville 
schools and some local health care providers to offer back to school screening days.  
Parents may bring children for dental screening (required for 5-6 year olds) and physical 
exams (required for kids first starting school and 6th graders).  Students without 
insurance or those with KCHIP or Medicaid may be able to have vaccines done as well.  
Dates will be July 31st at Junction City Elementary School from 12:00-6:00 PM and 
August 2nd at Hogsett Elementary School from 12:00-6:00 PM.  If  you have any 
questions please call Rachel Fitzgerald at 239-2426.
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MAP (Measures of Academic Progress)
In Boyle County Schools, MAP testing is administered in all grades K-9. MAP is a nationally normed, 
diagnostic test which helps target strong and weak areas for each student in math and reading.  Most 
importantly, though, MAP measures growth in student learning.  By administering MAP in the Fall, 
Winter, and Spring, teachers can see if a student is progressing academically throughout the year and 
can make adjustments to provide intervention, enrichment, or acceleration that fits the student’s 
needs.  MAP is a valuable tool for teachers in Boyle County.

New Assessment and 
Accountability System
In the spring of 2012, schools across 
Kentucky participated for the first time in 
the state’s new accountability system.  
Called KPREP, the new system consists of 
reading, math, writing, science, and social 

studies tests in grades K-8.  In high school, End Of Course 
Assessments in Algebra II, Biology, U.S. History, and English II 
make up the bulk of the assessment, along with a separate 
on-demand writing test.  As always, the ACT still plays a part 
in state accountability with the EXPLORE test administered 
in 8th grade, the PLAN test in 10th grade, and the ACT in 
11th grade for all students.

The big change in accountability might not be as much in 
the tests themselves as in the way the tests are measured.  
State accountability in the past has mostly consisted of how 
many students were Distinguished, Proficient, Apprentice, or 
Novice.  Schools scores were based on a possible 140 
points.  The new system still measures some of these same 
things, but adds categories for measuring student growth 
from year to year, a college/career readiness rate, and AFGR 
(average freshman graduation rate).  Schools scores are now 
based on a possible 100 points.  Our schools in Boyle 
County are ready.  Much work has been put in by staff, 
students, and parents to get ready for the new 
accountability system and great results are on the horizon!

Orientations and Back-to-
School Nights
Boyle County High School
-9th Grade Orientation is August 13 at 7:00 PM
Boyle County Middle School
-6th Grade Orientation is August 13 at 6:00 PM
Junction City Elementary
-Back to School Fair is August 9 from 5:30-7:00 PM
Perryville Elementary
-Back to School Fair is August 7 from 5:30-7:00 PM
-Kindergarten Jump Start is August 9. 4:00-5:00 
PM or 5:00-6:00 PM
Woodlawn Elementary
-Registration: July 24 & August 2. 12:00-6:00 PM 
-Back to School Picnic is August 9 from 5:30-7:00 
PM

Boyle County Schools
352 North Danville Bypass
Danville, KY  40422


